Tech Glossary

FSB - Full Stage Black - The giant BLACK curtain that is the upstage limit of the stage, behind the CYC.

Crossover - The area behind the FSB where dancers can cross the stage without being seen by the audience.  There is NO RUNNING in the crossover.  There will be cables running on the ground that dancers WILL TRIP OVER.  Also, any quick movement will ripple the FSB, which in turn will ripple the CYC, which looks like SHIT from the audience.  This is a point we go over every year, and every year, there are dancers whose skills of understanding, and thereby their admittance to Davidson, are brought into question.  I will repeat: THERE IS NO RUNNING IN THE CROSSOVER.

CYC - Cyclorama - The giant WHITE curtain on which colored lights are shone.  This is the easiest, best way to create a mood for a dance.  If you want your dance to look blue, red, or whatever, the CYC is an enormous canvas for color.  The CYC will ripple when dancers run through the crossover, which brings up another point.  THERE IS NO RUNNING IN THE CROSSOVER.

Ground Row - Simultaneously refers to the row of lights shining up onto the CYC, and the row of scenery in front of those lights that hides them from the audience.  Sometimes the lights are called Zip Strips.  The wooden scenery crosses the entire length of the stage and is usually the boundary of dance-able area upstage.  While sturdy enough to stand up on its own, these pieces of scenery cannot be firmly attached to the stage floor, so if a dancer runs into them, they will all fall over and likely land on the lights they are masking and knock them out of focus or damage them.  Oh, and I guess the dancer would be hurt, too.  The lights are arranged in groups of three, so ONLY THREE different colors can be used in them.  Typically, we use RED, BLUE, and YELLOW, but we can use whatever three colors are most requested.

CYC Lights - These lights shine on the CYC from above.  Like the Zip Strips, they are grouped in threes, and can only have three different colors.  Traditionally, they are the same three colors as in the Zip Strips, but in the event of four popular background colors, we can have a different color.  For the past several Dance Ensembles, for example, the Zip Strips were RED, BLUE, and YELLOW, while the Cyc Lights were RED, BLUE, and GREEN.

Spotlight - These lights can move and follow a dancer or two as they flit about the stage.  We have two of them.  However, in order to use them, we need a person to operate them.  This will cost you money.  If there is a dance or two that merits the use of a spotlight (perhaps a solo or duet piece) Harper and Morgan will have to give the okay.

Special - This term refers to one white light that sharply highlights a specific area, usually from straight overhead.  These lights do not move.  Sometimes people call them “spots” as they appear as a single “spot” of light.  This causes confusion with the tech crew, as “spots” means “Spotlight” as defined above.  So when a dancer asks for “four spots” on the stage, the technicians will get angry because the dancer means “specials” but does not know the proper term.

Wash - A general, full-stage wash of color.  Washes come from Front of House, and from overhead.  Front of House washes are not usually saturated with color, but are hints of color.  A very light blue, pink, or amber is standard fare.  For deep, saturated color, the overhead washes are used.  Again, red, blue, and amber are the common colors, as they can be mixed to create most anything that is needed.

Gobo/Pattern - Rarely used, yet available, these are metal cutouts that fit into lights to create a broken-up look.  Leaves, blobs, hard construction lines are common gobos.  If you have questions, ask Alex when you have your lighting meeting.

Scrim - Black and White - These are full-stage curtains that are translucent.  If light is shone on them from the front, they appear opaque, but if there is light behind them, then the audience can see through them, but not that well.  We have used the scrim in the past to dimly show dancers behind it, then we fly the scrim away to reveal them in full light.

Booms - These are the large metal poles sticking up vertically on the sides of the stage with lights on them.  These can be in the way of a hasty exit from stage, so be mindful that they are there.  Most often, though, the lights on them will be on and you will be able to see them.

